Creed Worksheet…..Have Fun……

1. Watch the 13:47 second video. 

2. Print off this worksheet and use it as I go through the teaching. If you don’t want t print the worksheet, it’s five pages, you can type answers on your computer. 

Remember you can pause the video and wander your house aimlessly until you are ready to listen some more to the talking head.

3. What is a creed? (yes, write out the definition) 



4. List 3 words or phrases that mean “creed.” If you need help ask your parent or your mentor.

a.


b.


c.


5. What do you believe about:

a. The Detroit Lions

b.  The Michigan Wolverines

c.  The MSU Spartans

If you don’t like sports, this is fine. You can actually have no care or belief in a given topic. Other topics you can care deeply about.

6. What does it actually mean to believe in something? For example, what do you believe as an American? (Even in 8th grade you can believe in something about America, you are a citizen)  Explore the answer to “what does it actually mean to believe in something?”






7. Read Philippians 2:5-11. (yes, pause the video). This is one of the earliest creeds that the Christian church has. It dates to around 60-65 A.D. List points about Jesus and share them with your mentor.

a.


b.


c.


d.


8. Followers of Jesus have three creeds that we all follow. These are called “ecumenical creeds.” All three were written in the same time period.

Ecumenical is a big word and means (I give a definition on the video):


9. You will be familiar with 2 of the 3 ecumenical creeds. 

The first is the least popular because it is really, really long. It is called the 
Athanasius creed. It is written in the early 300s by the followers of a guy named, Athanasius. Athanasius was an Egyptian bishop who opposed a false teaching (a false teaching is called a “heresy.”) by another Egyptian pastor, Arius. Arius said Jesus wasn’t fully god and fully man, he was simply better than man and little bit less than god.  The Athanasian creed is very clear that Jesus is God and does so for PAGES.

The second is the Nicene creed.  It was written around 325 A.D. in the city of Nicea (get it, Nicene creed came from Nicea). Nicea was in the country of Turkey. The creed was written by church leaders after the Emperor Constantine, the first Christian emperor, insisted their be a meeting to settle the question on Jesus being God or not fully God that Arius was teaching (see this Arius guy was really influential). 

The third creed is the Apostle’s creed. We don’t have a date when it came into existence but this is the most popular of the three creeds.  The 12 Apostle’s did not write this creed. Rather, it represented what the Apostle’s actually taught.

All three creeds put a strong emphasis that Jesus is FULLY God and Fully Man. You will see in the Nicene and Apostle’s Creed that this is the largest paragraph. We do either creed every Sunday so you have said it many times.
10. We are going to look specifically at the Apostle’s Creed. As I said the creed is divided into three sections for each part of the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Each section is called an article with an explanation. 

As you look below you’ll see the three articles with questions. Please read the articles and answer the questions.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean? 
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.
Questions:
1. God is described as a “father.” What does that actually mean? What is a dad suppose to do?
2. What is the role of God the Father?
3. Why, for some of us, is it difficult to call God, Father?
Look at the explanation. It comes after “what does this mean?”
4. What does God do for you?
5. How does He defend you?
6. What does it say about our worthiness?
The Second Article: Jesus
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.
Questions:
1. What do you notice about the description of Jesus? 
2. List three points about Jesus’ life.
Look at the explanation. It comes after “what does this mean?”
3. What do we believe about Jesus? There is a lot of information in this paragraph.
4. What is clear from the last sentence about Jesus?
The Third Article of The Apostles Creed- The Holy Spirit.
If God is love, he HAS to be in relationship with Himself. That’s one way we illustrate the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God also lives in us. We say that we receive the Holy Spirit when we’re baptized. In many ways, the Holy Spirit is the most ignored, but the most familiar part of the Trinity: the Love of God, at work in our lives. In fact, the Holy Spirit prompts us to grow in our faith.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; one holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in which Christian Church He forgives daily and richly all sins to me and all believers, and at the last day will raise up me and all the dead, and will give to me and to all believers in Christ everlasting life. This is most certainly true.

Questions:
1. There are a list of actions that the Holy Spirit does. List a couple of them.
2. What does it mean to be a “communion of saints?” (hint: what is the root word)

Look at the explanation. It comes after “what does this mean?”
1. What can we not do without the Holy Spirit?
2. What does enlightened mean?
3. What does Sanctify mean?




[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Assignment: Take the Apostle’s Creed and write it out in your own words. Don’t just copy it. Make it your own confession. After you’re done, share it with your mentor. If you have trouble writing it. Talk to you parent or to your mentor. They are both there to help you.



1

